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SOFTWARE
REVIEWS SUPPLIERS INCLUDE: 

Cogitum LC 
[w]  www.fototagger.com

DM Bennett 
[w]  www.parloc.pwp.blueyonder.
co.uk

Progeny Software Inc 
[w]  www.timelinemakerbasic.
com

S&N Genealogy Supplies
[w]  www.genealogysupplies.com
[t]  01722 716121

Showing who is who in a family 
group picture can be awkward 
and involve a lengthy caption to 

identify each individual. However, 
the latest release of handy program 
FotoTagger provides a neat solution 
to this problem. The program allows 
you to add a text box to each person 
in a JPEG picture to identify them 
and add other information, such as 
date of birth. 

Viewing the picture in FotoTagger 2.0 
you can choose to see the text items, 
called tags, or switch them off to see 
the original image. Cleverly, the tags 
are embedded within the JPEG file so it 
can still be viewed in other applications, 
though the tags will not be visible. As 
the software is free anyone you share 
pictures with can have a copy so they 
too can view the extra information.

The best way to start when annotating 
a picture is to add a caption giving full 
details of the location and when the 
photo was taken. This is in addition to 
the file’s name and can contain a lot 

more information as the number of text 
characters is almost unlimited. After 
dragging the caption to a blank area of 
the picture you can use Colors on the 
Tag menu to set the colours of both 
the text and background – this is also 
available for the tags. To identify a 
person or object click on the Add Tag 
button to create a text box ready for 
you to type the information. 

Tags can be dragged adjacent to the 
person they identify, but with crowded 
pictures it is not always possible to place 
them unambiguously, which is why the 
tags include a callout. This is a dot 
adjacent to the tag that can be dragged 
onto the person to create a linking line 
from the tag to make it clear who it 
refers to. You can also tag a group of 
people, say, ‘the Jones Sisters’, by 
creating a callout and switching on the 
Regions function. This creates a box at 
the end of the linking line that you can 
drag around all the people the tag refers 
to so that it is clear who is included.

Apart from tagging your pictures 

FotoTagger 2.0 creates its own database of 
the files you have processed that enables 
you to rapidly search for any text in a tag, 
caption or file name. Type in the text you 
are looking for and the program displays 
thumbnails of all the pictures that match 
your criteria. If you’re still not sure which 
picture you want, click on any thumbnail 
and Show File Info to list its file name and 
the contents of its caption and tags.

If you send someone who does not have 
FotoTagger a tagged image, they will see 
just the original JPEG image without the 
extra information you have added. To 
make the tags visible in the final picture 
select Merge from the Share menu, but 
remember they won’t be able to switch the 
tags off. If, like many genealogists, you 
share your pictures with others using the 
Flickr website ( www.flickr.com ), the good 
news is that the website recognises the 
FotoTagger tags so you can pass them on to 
other users.

There is one caveat with the program. 
Once an image has been tagged it can still 
be viewed and altered in any photo-editing 
software as a standard JPEG file. But beware, 
if you add tags then make further changes 
to the picture and then save it, the tags 
will be lost. For this reason you must 
create your final image before adding the 
captions and tags. But apart from that, 
FotoTagger is a great program for family 
historians who want to annotate their 
pictures. As the program is free it should 
be a standard tool on all our computers.   

BUY IT FORƒ
A complete and free solution to 
annotating family pictures

ON 
THE 
DISC
€ FotoTagger 2.0 
… full software
€ Parish Locator   
2.6 … full software
€ Timeline Maker 
2.1 … trial
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FotoTagger 2.0
 PUBLISHER: Cogitum LC  [w]  www.fototagger.com
 PRICE: Free   SYSTEM: Windows 2000 or XP  

GROUPS: The 
Regions feature 
is a great way to 
attach a tag to a 
group of people 

CALLOUT: If you 
have photos 
with lots of 
people in them  
use the callout 
feature to 
create linking 
lines to the 
info tags

Never forget a face with FotoTagger 2.0, take the stress out of organising 
a family reunion, and discover the best parish locator program yet
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Parish Locator 2.6
 PUBLISHER: DM Bennett  [w]  www.parloc.pwp.blueyonder.co.uk
 PRICE: Free   SYSTEM: Windows 95 or later, NT

A program that lists all of 
the old parishes of the 
UK mainland and Ireland 

is a really useful tool for all 
family historians. Add the facility 
to check distances between any 
two parishes, list all the parishes 
within a given radius, and link 
to a modern map to check the 
location, and you have a winner. 

The software starts with a list 
of all the parishes that existed 
between the middle of the 16th 
to the 19th centuries. Running 
from Ab Kettleby to Zennor any 
entry, or entries if they share a 

name, are quickly located by 
typing all or part of its name. 
Every entry has its Ordnance 
Survey grid reference adjacent to 
it together with the three-letter 
county code. On the same menu 
bar are links to the OS map index 
and one to www.streetmap.co.uk  
where you’ll find the location of 
the parish indicated.

As families and spouses often 
came from the same area it’s handy 
to be able to find the names of 
adjacent parishes. Simply select 
a parish, enter a radius and a 
click on the button to see all the 
parishes in that range. If your 
ancestors spread further afield, 
you can check the distance and 
direction between any two 
chosen parishes. 

In short, this is a great utility 
that every genealogist should 
have on their PC. 

in HTML format or as a graphical 
image. In the Chart view you have 
the options to add a title, footer, 
select various formats, and add 
pictures to complete the timeline. 

If your printer can handle it, you 
can even produce wall charts from 
your PC. The program is simple to 
use and generally does what it sets 
out to do. But at around £27 it is a 
tad expensive for the limited use 
most people will have for it. 

WHERE?: Find a parish then link to a 
modern online map for its location

T he standard charts 
produced by genealogy 
programs do not always 

show the history of a person or 
family in the clearest way. If you 
want to show a series of events 
in chronological order the ideal 
way is to create a timeline with 
each item placed on a horizontal 
axis representing the passing of 
the years. With Progeny’s Timeline 
Maker 2.1  the dates, events and 
notes are created in an editable 
list before converting it into 
an attractive document with 
pictures and clipart.

Creating a chart starts with the 
Event Entry screen where you add 
the name, dates and notes for each 
event. Entries can be added and 
deleted at any time, so your charts 
can be modified as your research 
progresses. In fact, there is no need 
to include all the listed items in a 
chart as each one has a tick box to 
set whether it appears. 

The Chronology view shows the 
list as a printable document that, 
like the chart, can also be exported 

BUY IT FORƒ
The best and easiest parish 
locator we•ve found

VIEWS: Switch between the list and 
chart views using the icons 

BUY IT FORƒ
Create timelines for individuals 
and families from typed data

 PUBLISHER: Progeny Software  [w] www.timelinemakerbasic.com 
 PRICE: $49.95 download ($54.95 CD)   SYSTEM: Windows 98 or later

Timeline Maker 2.1

Family reunions are a great way 
of bringing distant relatives 
together to share the fruits of 

all your researches, though you may 
find the thought of organising an 
event rather daunting. But don’t 
worry, help is at hand in the form of 
Family Reunion Organizer from the 
RootsMagic stable of software. 

Start with the checklist of actions 
and the program guides you through all 
the stages of organising a reunion: from 
getting started to printing the invitations 
and mailing labels, tracking expenses, 
creating name tags and sending thank-
you notes – it can even create a website 
for your event.

The names stored in your family 
history software can be imported as a 
GEDCOM file to create a list of living 
relatives you may wish to invite, though 
it will include everyone who does not 
have a death recorded for them. While 
you are editing the list it also pays to 
check that people who have remarried 
are paired up with their current spouses 

and not their earlier ones. Apart from 
creating lists and records the program 
also has many suggestions for locations 
and activities to break the ice at the start 
and keep your guests entertained. 

Once the date and location are fixed 
you can use the software to create 
personalised invitations and address 
labels ready for posting. At the same 
time a few clicks creates a website listing 
details of the reunion, which is a handy 
way to let guests know of any changes 
or additions. As you start paying bills, 
and possibly receiving payments from 
guests, you’ll find the simple expenses 
and income windows useful for keeping 
track – though they would be more 
helpful if they kept a running total. As 
the date for the reunion approaches, the 
shopping list, schedules and name label 
creator come into their own.

This program does nothing that you 
could not do for yourself, though by 
bringing all the aspects of a reunion 
together it does make it easy to keep 
track of everything and possibly stop 

BUY IT FORƒ
The complete reunion planner from 
initial thoughts to printed invitations
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Family Reunion Organizer 1.02
 PUBLISHER: RootsMagic Inc  [w] www.rootsmagic.com   SYSTEM: Windows 95 or later, NT
 PRICE: Download from RootsMagic $29.95 (around £16), boxed version from S&N Genealogy Supplies £24.95 

you forgetting something important. 
At around £16 Family Reunion Organizer 
is not expensive – if you’re thinking 
of organising a family reunion see how 
it could make life easier for you. 

LIST: Clicking 
an item on the 
checklist opens 
its window to 
set the options, 
enter data or view 
suggestions for 
the selected topic
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